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mm ih» MANIFESTO TO MEXICANS, issued by 

limihano Zapata and signed by him and thirty five officers, August 1914. 



The Revolutionary moment has reached 

its culminating point, and it is time, therefore, 

for the country to know the truth. 

The existing revolution did not make 

itself for the purposes of satisfying the inter- 
ests of one personality, of any one group or of 

any one parly. The exist- 
ing revolution recognises 

that its origins lie deeper 

and that it is pursuing 

higher finalities. 

The peasant was 

hungry, was enduring 

misery, was suffering 

from exploitation, and if 

he rose in arms it was to 

obtain the bread greed of 

the rich denied him, to 

make himself master of 

the land (he egotistic 

landowner kept for him- 
self, to vindicate dignity 

the slave driver iniqui- 

tously trampled on daily. 

He threw himself into 

revolt, not to conquer 

1 1 1 usionary political rights 

which do not feed him, 

but to procure for himself 

a piece of land which must supply him with 

food and liberty, a happy fireside and a future 
ol independence and growth. 

The first task, that of making it impossi- 
ble for the reactionary group to be any danger, 
is carried out by two different methods: by the 
exemplary punishment of the chiefs, of the 
great criminals, of the intellectual directors 
and active elements of the conservative fac- 
tion, and by attacking the pecuniary resources 
they employ to work up intrigues and provoke 
revolutions, thut is to say by I tie subdivision of 
the properties of the Hacienda owners and 
politicians who have put themselves at (he 
front of the organised resistance to the popular 
movement which began in 1910 and has 
attained its crowning point in 1914. 




The second task thai of creating powerful 
interests akin to the revolution and in solidar- 
ity with it, will be brought to a happy conclu- 
sion when the natives, individually and in their 
communities, receive back (he innumerable 
tracts of land of which they have been de- 
spoiled by the great 
landowners. Thus there 
will be satisfied both the 
human demand for land 
and that human appetite 
for liberty which is mak- 
ing itself felt throughout 
the Republic as the formi- 
dable reply to the sav- 
agery of the Hacienda 
owners which has main- 
tained, even in the C20 in 
the heart of free America, 
a system which the most 
unfortunate serfs in the 
Middle Ages would 
hardly have endured 

It is certain that the 
deluded believe that the 
country is going to be 
contented ( as it was 
contented in 1910) with 
an electoral pantomime, 
from which are to arise new and apparently 
honest men who are to occupy the cruel chairs, 
the scats in the Legislature, and the presidents 
lofty thrones 

The country people wish to live the life of 
cultivation: to breath the air of economic 
liberty which as yet they have not known; and 
this they never can do while there still remains 
on foot the tiaditional lord of the scaffold and 
the knife, who disposes at whim the persons of 
his labours, an extortioner of wages, who 
annihilates them with excessive tasks, brutal 
ises them by misery and ill treatment, dwarfs 
and exhausts his race by (he slow agony of 
slavery and (he enforced withering of human 
beings whose stomachs and empty brains are 
very hungry. 



ZAPATISTAS 



INTRODUCTION 



/Yt midnight on the 1st of January 

1 994, NAFTA - The North American Free 
Trade Agreement between Mexico, the US 
and Canada - came into force. Barely two 
hours later, thousands of Indians armed 
with machetes, clubs and a few guns occu- 
pied lour of the major towns in (he Chia- 
pas, a province on Mexico's southern 
border with Guatemala, and declared war 
on the Mexican government. Two dozen 
police and an unknown number of rebels 
died in the assault. 

The following day, Mexican President 
Carlos Salinas dismissed the uprising as the 
work of "A local group of professionals of 
violence, probably foreigners" and 
launched a massive attack upon the rebels 
using tanks. Swiss aeroplanes, US helicop- 
ters and 1 5,000 troops Nobody knows the 
full extent of the violence that followed, 



but there were reports of civilian killings, 
unlawful detentions, torture and summary 
executions 

The rebels soon revealed however that 
they were Indians of different ethnic 
groups calling themselves Ejercito Zap- 
atista de l.ibcraeion Nacional (L/.l.N) 
Rebelling not only against the president 
and the army, they appealed for an end to 
500 years of oppression and 40 years of 
development They wanted to reclaim their 
commons and to regenerate their own 
lorms of governance It was lime to say 
"Uasia", Enough! 

Within a few days of the rebellion, 
opposition groups all over Mexico came 
out in support, many adding their own 
political demands to l he agenda People 
occupied the streets, broke decades of press 
control, and gained access to wide commu- 
nication networks both inside and outside 
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